[The production of "pure" cultures of neurons from the brain of human embryos].
A method has been developed for preparing essentially pure primary cultures of neurons from 10-12 week old fetal human brain. This method is based on the 1) capacity of neurons to form multicellular aggregates, 2) cultivation in chemically defined medium, and 3) treatment with cytosine arabinoside as antimitotic agent. This procedure allowed the preparation of highly purified (95 per cent and more) neuronal aggregate cultures. Ultrastructural analysis of these cultures following one and 8 days has revealed their partial differentiation during cultivation.